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Instructor:  Mrs. Reclosado




      Phone:  (760) 723-6300


Class Meets: 12:52-1:49 p.m. (Period5)


      E-mail:  kreclosado@fuhsd.net
                                  1:56-2:53 p.m. (Periodo 6)                                    Class Website: reclosadomathclass.weebly.com
The PURPOSE for Algebra I

In Algebra, students learn to reason symbolically. Students learn to solve increasingly complex types of equations and problems. The key content for the first course, Algebra I, involves understanding, writing, solving, and graphing linear and quadratic equations, including systems of two linear equations in two variables.  Quadratic equations may be solved by factoring, completing the square, or applying the quadratic formula.  Students will also become comfortable with operations on monomial and polynomial expressions.  They learn to solve problems employing all of these techniques, and they extend their mathematically reasoning in many important ways, including justifying steps in an algebraic procedure and checking algebraic arguments for validity.  (California State Standards.)

Textbook Information

Glencoe. Algebra 1:  Concepts, Skills and Problem Solving.   Columbus, OH:  Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2008.

Attendance

Mathematics is a difficult subject because of the way topics tend to build upon previous topics.  Attendance is necessary for success.  If you must miss class, it is your responsibility to get the assignment from a fellow student and complete it in the same number of days that you have missed.  If you know in advance that you will be missing class for any reason (school activity, sports, etc.) you must get the assignment in advance and turn it in on the scheduled time. The FHS school policy will be upheld for any unexcused absence.  

Class Rules
1. The school tardy policy will be enforced. You will be considered tardy if you are not in your seat and prepared for class with the appropriate materials when the bell rings.

2. No food, candy, and/or drinks, except water, are allowed in class.

3. We will all treat each other with respect and will not interfere with other student’s right to learn or Mrs. Reclosado’s right to teach.

4. Vulgar language, putdowns, being off task, ignoring directions and disrupting the learning environment will not be tolerated.

5. Class is NOT DISMISSED BY THE BELL!! The class will only be dismissed when all students are seated and dismissed by Mrs. Reclosado.

6. Hats/hoods, sun glasses, and electronic gear are to be removed and put away upon entering the classroom. Any confiscated items will be turned in to the Assistant Principal’s office.

7. Cheating will NOT be tolerated. The consequences outlined in the student handbook will be applied.

Consequences:

1. Most first time violators will receive a verbal warning.

2. Students who are disruptive or disrespectful may be placed in a timeout situation.

3. If inappropriate behavior continues, the consequences outlined in the student handbook will be applied.
Homework Philosophy/Policies

1. Homework is given on a daily basis and will be graded in class the following day for accuracy, completeness, and neatness. 

2. All homework must have a proper heading in the upper right hand corner of the paper consisting of first name, last name, date, period, and the assignment. 

3. Homework must be completed in pencil with answers highlighted or boxed.
4. Spiral bound notebook paper will not be accepted.

5. Homework is worth up to five points. A homework assignment that receives a five will have a proper heading, all work completed in pencil showing detailed steps justifying full and correct answers, and will be neat and well organized. All answers will be highlighted.

6. Students may receive a possible three points for late homework. All late assignments must be stamped and submitted  .   
7. I encourage you to rework all problems that you miss so that you do not make the same mistakes on the test.  

8. Keep all assignments in your notebook. Homework packets will be collected at the end of each chapter.

9. If you miss several assignments, you may serve a nutrition or lunch detention with Mrs. Reclosado to make up the missing work.

Grading Scale

98 – 100%  A+
88 – 89%   B+

78 – 79%   C+

68 – 69%     D+


94 – 97%    A

84 – 87%   B

74 – 77%   C

64 – 67%     D

90 – 93%    A-

80 – 83%   B-

70 – 73%   C-

60 – 63%     D-









            Below 60%  F
~15% Final Exam

~50% Assessments (Tests 30%, Quizzes 20%, etc.)
~20% Homework

~15% Notes, Participation, Warm-ups
I will post grades online at https://portal.fuhsd.net/abi/. Make sure you and your parents have ABI portal passwords. Please contact me or counseling if you have any questions. 
Tests and Quizzes

1. Tests will be given in the middle and at the end of each chapter.

2. Quizzes will be given occasionally during the chapter. They may be announced or unannounced.

3. Make up quizzes and tests will ONLY be allowed for an excused absence.

4. If a student is absent on a quiz or test day and NO NEW MATERIAL HAS BEEN COVERED IN THE AREA TO BE TESTED during this absence, the student will be given the test on the day he or she returns to class.

Honesty Policies

If a student cheats or plagiarizes on any project, test, homework, or ANY assignment given, that student will receive a zero on the assignment, an honor code violation will be written, and parents will be contacted.  A second offense results in failure of the class.

Materials That Must be Brought to Class Every Day: 
1. A three ring binder that contains three dividers for notes, homework, and tests/quizzes. This does not have to be a separate binder, but should have a clearly marked math section.
2. Ruled and graph paper

3. Pencil, eraser, pen (blue or black ink), white board marker, and highlighter

4. Covered textbook

5. Calculators will be allowed for Algebra 1

6. Composition book (at least 100 pages) 
Extra Help

I am available in the morning (before class starts), at nutrition, and at lunch for tutoring.  I am always willing to spend the time to ensure your complete understanding, but please do not wait until you are completely confused or until the day before the test because that is too late.  Free tutoring and assistance is available in SIA (at the Library) every Monday-Thursday from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. You must have your student ID to be admitted.  Also, ASSETs program will be available. 
Teachers Expectations

1. Be punctual

· Turn homework and assignments in on time and be on time to class.

2. Be respectful

· No putdowns, no talking out of turn, and no cheating.

3. Participate

· Participate in class and seek help when needed.

4. Be positive

5. Ask questions

· Seek help
6. Follow all school rules (see student handbook)
Special Needs

If you as a student need any type of special accommodation please see me on the first day of class.  Thank you!

To Parents

Your student’s success depends on all of us working together. Please make sure that he/she is doing math homework nearly every night.  Ask your student what his/her grade is every couple of weeks.  They should be able to tell you their grade at a glance in their notebook.  Ask them when their next test or quiz is going take place.  They will know about a week in advance.  Please stress to your student the importance of honest and cooperative behavior.  Encourage them to seek out help before it is too late.  I will let you know if I see any problems in work ethic, skills, or behavior.  If we work together, your student should have a successful year in Algebra I.  If you have any questions you can contact me through the school (723-6300) or e-mail me at kreclosado@fuhsd.net .  I highly recommend that parents of a student who receive a C, D, or F at the 6-week progress report to get a weekly “Friday Grade Check”.  These are available at the counseling office.
First Assignment

Please sign below that you have read and understand the expectations.  Take this home and have at least one parent or guardian sign indicating that he/she has read these expectations.

_________________________________

_________________________________

STUDENT NAME




STUDENT SIGNATURE

_________________________________

_________________________________



PARENT NAME




PARENT SIGNATURE

Study Buddies

Please list two names and phone numbers of students you can call to get the homework assignment from when you are absent.  Thank you!

Name: ___________________________________      Phone Number:  ________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________      Phone Number:  ________________________________

Strategic Algebra Addendum
Overview:  This course is designed to support students in Algebra who may be experiencing difficulty. It is the hope of the Math Department that every student in Strategic Algebra class will meet with success in their Algebra 1 class. The course will consist of supplemental lessons in Algebra 1; close monitoring of each student and their progress in their Algebra1 classes, instruction in test-taking skills; assistance in goal setting, time management, and stress management; assistance in motivating the students to succeed; helping students work successfully with others at school and in the work environment; preparation for the High School Exit Exam; various mathematics projects; helping with career goals; homework help and tutoring.

Grading Policy:  Your grade will be determined as a percentage of the total points earned in the course in a variety of categories. They are as follows:

35% 
Classwork/Math Language that Works


Grades:
A = 88% - 100%

30%
Projects and Activities






B = 78% - 87%

15%  
Homework 








C = 68% - 77%

15% 
Quizzes/Tests








D = 65% - 67%

5%   
Participation








F =  Below 65%

Assignments:  Generally, there will be no additional Algebra homework in this class. However, you may need to complete work at home that you started in class. You will be expected to do the daily work assigned and, if time permits, work on your Algebra 1 homework. You must bring all work and materials from your Algebra 1 class daily. 

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to obtain the make-up work and complete it as homework. Any make-up work must be completed and turned in by Friday of each week in order to receive points.

Notebook and Other Materials:  You must keep a well-organized notebook and part of your grade will depend on how well your notebook is kept. You must also bring your Algebra 1 book, pencil, and paper each day. Failure to have these items with you each day will result in a loss of daily points. 

Attendance/Participation: You are expected to be in class on time on a daily basis to obtain points on your participation grade. If you choose to cut class, or come to class late, then no credit will be awarded for the work that was due or missed while you were out. 

· The school tardy policy will be enforced. You will be considered tardy if you are not in your seat and prepared for class with the appropriate materials when the bell rings.

· No food, candy and/or drinks will be allowed in class (Water is OK).

· Vulgar language, putdowns, being off task, ignoring directions and disrupting the learning environment will NOT be tolerated.

· In an effort to treat each other with respect that we all deserve please note that our class is NOT DISMISSED BY THE BELL. The class will only be dismissed when all students are seated and dismissed by the teacher. 

· Hats/hoods, sunglasses, and electronic gear are to be removed and put away upon entering the classroom. If any of the above causes a disruption to our learning environment it will be confiscated and can be held for up to one week. 

· Cheating will NOT be tolerated. The consequences outlined in the student handbook will be applied.

· You and you alone are responsible for your personal behavior. 

